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EDITORIAL BY JOURNEY TEAM

From the Editors
“So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom.” (Psalm 90:12)
The prayer of the Psalmist, who in difficult times exhorts us to pursue wisdom (including honest reflections about life and its current harsh circumstances), gives us hope.
With Covid-19, we have moved to online Services on Sunday, and online meetings
for Cell Groups. The ministries have also found new ways to continue engaging with
members and the community, including:
• Setting up a Shelter for the Homeless as a joint effort with our two sister churches
during the Circuit Breaker period from May till June
• Starting Online Tuition for students in the community for the upper primary and
secondary level during the Circuit Breaker
• Running an Intensive online Young Adult Bible Study on the Book of Mark three
times a week from May till July
• Moving W&E Taste of Alpha and New Life Class online to engage those who seek
to know Jesus
• Moving D&N DISCIPLES classes online to continue our training
• Setting up Temporary Financial Relief for our members and worshippers who are
impacted by Covid-19
• Starting an Online Monthly Church Prayer and Prayer and Praise Meeting
• Running online Children & Youth Ministry service on Sundays
• Starting a Visitation programme by S4G to serve Holy Communion to homebound
Senior church members
• Coming back to church with onsite Holy Communion services in late July
The WSCS also sewed masks for members, and the Worship Ministry (Contemporary
Services) set up an IT Helpdesk to provide elderly members with devices and paid
data plans so they can connect to our online services. God has indeed enabled AMKMC to continue witnessing for Him despite the challenges Covid-19 posed.
In this edition, the writers speak about what they learnt when they met their own challenging situations, either before or during Covid-19 (the Testimonies, Young Adult
Reflection, and My Story, His Glory). Or how we can cope with some of the challenges
posed by Covid-19 (Family Focus, the two Theological Reflections, and Youth Speak),
or how they have experienced some of our Covid-19 initiatives (Ministry Focus, My
Disciple Journey, and Going Online for a New Life) . We hope they will encourage you
in your own situation. In these difficult times, as we continue to live out our church
theme of ‘Home with a Heart’, we thank God for the Grace He continues to shower
upon us.

The Journey Editorial Team
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Writeup from MCS facebook page (May 15th)
https://www.facebook.com/Methodist.SG/?ref=page_internal

Our church buildings might have been closed during the Covid-19 Circuit Breaker, but loving
our neighbours was not put on hold. Many Methodists have found ways to serve the community. The church leaders of sister churches Ang Mo Kio Methodist Church (AMKMC), AMK
Chinese Methodist Church, (AMKCAC), and AMK Tamil Methodist Church (AMKTAC) unanimously agreed to open their premises as a shelter for rough sleepers.
After getting referred from Homeless Hearts of Singapore (HHOS), AMKMC is now a registered
Safe Sound Sleeping Place (S3P) under the Ministry of Social and Family Development (MSF).

MINISTRY FOCUS

A NEW SEASON
AFTER BEING

SHUT IN/OUT
Interview with Pastor Anthony Lee

1.WHAT MOTIVATED YOU TO
OPEN AMKMC TO ROUGH
SLEEPERS?
I first brought up a Salt & Light (S&L) article on the
call for churches to open up their spaces to our
Joint Management Committee (JMC) leadership
on 11 April. Since our church is practically empty
due to Covid-19 measures, we should do our part
to help house the rough sleepers and mitigate the
spread of Covid-19.
By God’s grace, the leadership of all 3 churches
very quickly and unanimously supported this idea.
We all believe “Church” cannot be confined to the
four walls of a building, or be merely for the blessing of our members. And so, we began contacting Homeless Hearts of Singapore (HHOS), who
linked us up with the Ministry of Social and Family
Development (MSF).

2. HOW ARE THE THREE SISTER
CHURCHES (AMKMC, AMKCAC,
AND AMKTMC) WORKING TOGETHER FOR THIS INITIATIVE?

Ang Mo Kio Methodist Church (TRAC) – Liaison
with HHOS & MSF, donation of bed frames and
mattresses
Ang Mo Kio Chinese Methodist Church (CAC) –
Setting up of premises, being on the ground to receive rough sleepers as they arrived, looking into
hospitality needs
Ang Mo Kio Tamil Methodist Church (ETAC) – Provision of food vouchers for meals
Under our JMC – Implementation of safe distancing measures, provision of WiFi, oversight by facility executive and security

3.AS SISTER CHURCHES, WHAT
OTHER INITIATIVES DO YOU
WORK ON TOGETHER TO
SERVE THOSE IN NEED?
All these years, we have collaborated to reach
out to the rental blocks near our church, including through visits, and the provision of groceries
and food. Our youth (across our 3 churches) also
work together on “local missions”, reaching out to
the disadvantaged (cleaning homes, helping in the
soup kitchen, reaching out to rough sleepers, etc)
every year during June.
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4. WOULD YOU BE ABLE TO
SHARE YOUR PERSONAL
THOUGHTS ON LEADING THIS
INITIATIVE? WHAT HAVE YOU
LEARNED FROM IT?
I am just thankful we have the support of all the
pastors and leaders. I love the unity we displayed
in showing practical care. I am thankful for HHOS
and the people at MSF (under the PEERS network),
who provided lots of guidance.
The pastors are thankful that many members have
enthusiastically volunteered to help and to bless
the project in various ways. Unfortunately, due to
circuit breaker measures and the need to safeguard the privacy of the rough sleepers, we have
had to keep the team on the ground very small.
In short, I see a very compassionate side of humanity and this brings me great joy!

5. HAVE YOU LEARNED ANYTHING FROM INTERACTING
WITH THE ROUGH SLEEPERS?
Through our interactions with them, they have
enlarged our understanding of people who fall
through the cracks in society. The rough sleepers
that were housed in our church comprise mainly
people who have regular jobs. They are really very
much regular folks like you and me, but who need
a little help when things get rough. For various reasons, they were unable to have a roof over their
head.
From our collaborations with MSF, we realise that
the communication channels between the Singapore Police Force (SPF) and MSF are actually very
tightly knit. Information from the SPF is sent every
efficiently to MSF, who will then act to arrange for
housing for these underprivileged people. The clients that we house have much to impart from their
life experiences and it is a valuable experience to
be able to interact with them. Our society has conditioned us to overlook these people, But through
informal chats with them, we get to see another
facet of the country that is normally obscured to
us. In fact, we have more to learn from them, to
learn about how they overcome odds, make use of

creative ways to stay alive, generate income, and
display resilience in life.

6.IS THERE ANY INTENTION TO
FORM RELATIONSHIPS WITH
THE ROUGH SLEEPERS - DO
YOU HAVE REGULAR GUESTS,
OR DO THEY MOSTLY COME
AND GO EACH NIGHT?
The answer is Yes. Not because we are trying to
convert them but really to extend genuine hospitality and care as fellow human beings, in line with
what Jesus would have us do (clothe the naked
and feed the hungry ).
While most of the rough sleepers leave for work in
the morning and return at night, our current homeless shelter is open for 24 hours every day because it is part of our nationwide effort to mitigate
spread of Covid-19 by staying at home unless one
is providing essential services.

7. WHAT WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT DO YOU HAVE FOR
PEOPLE WHO MIGHT BE FEELING HELPLESS ABOUT THE
COVID-19 SITUATION?
I would say, look to God always. He is always good
and His purposes (even if the journey is tough) are
for always our good.
We have to remember being shut in or shut out
may result in an entirely new season. After Noah
emerged after being shut in for 40 days (actually
more that that, after waiting for the waters to subside), he began life on behalf of a new humanity.
After Moses was up on the mountain for 40 days,
he came down and his face shone as a result of
God’s glory. Finally, only after Jesus spent 40 days
in the wilderness did He begin His ministry.
As Jesus taught in Luke 12:15, “Life does not consist in an abundance of belongings…” Let us be
thankful for every day we are alive and let us live
purposefully as God’s kingdom people daily. First
by spending as much time as possible in God’s
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A safe space for rough sleepers at the AMK MC/CMC/TMC building, where each person has
their own space to sleep, eat their meals and store their belongings.

presence through prayer, worship, and reading of
His Word. More than just simply doing our part to
stop the spread of the virus and stay home, this
period of being shut-in can be a real season of
growth in the Lord.
And so, rather than focusing on what we cannot
do and feel helpless, let us focus on what we can
do – and that is, to build a daily routine of spiritual
disciplines.
As for workers in essential services, where life and
work have become more hectic, do remember the
rest of us are cheering for you and praying for you.
We are very grateful that the reason we can stay
home is because of your sacrifices.

8. WHAT ARE SOME ACTIONS
WE CAN TAKE TOWARDS LIVING OUT OUR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY AS METHODISTS?

As Mother Theresa said, “Not all of us can do great
things, but all of us can do small things with great
love.”
Don’t wait for organized religion to do good. John
Wesley continually incites us “to do good, as we
have time and opportunity; to do good, in every
possible kind, and in every possible degree, to all
men” (Sermons on several occasions, sermon 36)[1]
And so, wherever you see a need - a person
needing food, a person needing directions, a person needing a listening ear, a person needing a
smile… we all can be that good neighbour. As
Bishop asked in the MCS 135th sermon, “Who can
I be a good neighbour to today?”

Our shelter ceased operations on 15 July 2020,
and the rough sleepers have found alternative
housing arrangements.

John Wesley, The Works of John Wesley, Third Edition., vol.
5 (London: Wesleyan Methodist Book Room, 1872), 465.
1
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SERVING GOD
BY GREETING AND SERVING

HIS PEOPLE
By Sarah Djumin

Sarah (Right at the back) and her fellow ushers

My earliest memories of church were of learning
Bible stories through the Sunday School teachers
and helping my godparents prepare for communion for the main service.
My godparents (paternal aunt and her husband)
were then serving in the Usher Ministry at Light-

house Evangelistic Church. As a kid, preparing
the elements was a lot of fun as that meant we
could also enjoy the leftovers! Thankfully, I eventually understood the significance of partaking in
Holy Communion as I grew older – that it wasn’t
simply a time to drink grape juice but a time to remember Jesus Christ’s love and sacrifice. (‘As our

MY STORY, HIS GLORY

bodies are strengthened by bread and wine, so are
our souls by these tokens of the body and blood of
Christ’ – John Wesley: The Duty of Constant Communion.)
In 2015, during a sermon at AMKMC, there was
a call for ushers. I felt a prompting in my heart to
serve. But I also shared with my godparents my worries that I might not do well, and asked them to pray
for me. They encouraged me to go for it, adding that
I would be serving God by serving His people. This
continues to encourage me through the years.
I always recall how warmly I am met with when attending church service, and how important the role
of the usher is as ushers are the first point of contact
for all who come.
I serve every first Sunday of the month at the 10.30am
Hub Service. That also happens to be Holy Communion Sunday. So we come in an hour before service
to prepare the elements, the Welcome desk, and offering bags. In the Hub, we also have to set up the
cinema hall before the service, and then return the
hall to its original condition after the service. I especially enjoy the teamwork and always look forward to
seeing my team members every month.
If you are looking for ways to serve God, I want to
encourage you to consider the Usher Ministry. It
does not require any prior skills, just a willing heart
and smile! Like my godparents said, you are serving
God by serving His people. See you in church!
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THE MIRACLES
IN OUR LIFE
By John Seah

Photo : John Seah with his wife, Lynn Foo and children Wen Da and Wen Zhen

Have you been praying and praying for a miracle that never seems to come? Have you wondered if God
has heard you but is too busy attending to bigger problems like Covid-19? Have you asked, as I once did,
why miracles happen only in the Bible but not in our lives?
I now realise that God is indeed busy working in our lives, often through “co-incidences” that we might not
notice at first. Reflecting on my life in the last few years, I discovered 3 miracles:

1)

GOD HEALED MY SLURRING WHILE I SLEPT

I had a stroke in 2016, in the middle of delivering a corporate class in Subang, Malaysia. Within 30 seconds, I went from feeling “something wrong” to losing complete mobility in the left side of my body. My
voice slurred. My client sent me to a Subang hospital, where I spent 2 weeks before transferring to Singapore Tan Tock Seng Hospital (TTSH). My wife, sister and brother rushed to Subang. That night, my sister
Cheryl asked if I would like to say the Sinner’s Prayer with her. My family members said I had been slurring
and unable to speak clearly. However, as I recited the Sinner’s Prayers with my sister, every word came
out clearly. I then fell into a deep sleep, and next morning, my slurring was healed!

MY STORY, HIS GLORY

2) GOD ANSWERED MY
PRAYERS VIA 3 STRANGERS
CO-INCIDENTALLY
Before my stroke, I was busy organising a workshop, for which only a few participants enrolled.
Lying in my hospital bed in TTSH, I worried about
work. Should I call those who had enrolled to cancel the class, as there were not enough participants? What about the future of my business, as I
was really a one-man show?
I learnt to pray to the Lord for a solution: “Lord, you
said that I can cast my burden on to you. [Psalm
55:12 Cast your burden upon your Lord and He
will sustain you.] Here is my problem… please
help me solve it”.
While I was still in TTSH, I received emails from
three strangers who wanted to work with my company as re-sellers for our workshops. These 3
re-sellers brought in more than 400 participants
over the next 3 months. Since this was not my
work, these 400 participants must have been
brought in by the Lord! I had asked for just a few
participants, but our good Lord brought in 400
participants! Praise the Lord! He knew the needs
of that moment, and He continues to bless my
training business.

3) GOD RUNS WITH ME
AND HEALS ME GRADUALLY.
After my stroke, it took me several weeks to learn
how to “sit-to-stand”, and then to walk my first
few steps with a quad-stick (a walking stick with
4 legs). Then the journey of counting lamp posts
began - I would go for daily walks with my helper,
adding one more lamp post to the distance each
day. Slowly, I ‘graduated’ from a quad-stick to a
normal walking stick, to walking with no stick, and

can now manage a decent 2-km walk without rest.
Almost two years after my stroke, my therapist asked if
I wanted to learn how to run. I did not dare believe that
a stroke patient could run again. Initially, I could only
run 3 steps as the muscles in my left leg would stiffen
up as I had lost brain control over those muscles.
I must thank my cell group members, who all these
years have prayed for the healing of my left leg and
restoration of both my body and brain. I ran clumsily
for 10 meters, then 20 meters, then my good right knee
began to hurt because it was bearing all the weight
that the stiffened left leg could not. Oh God, now I had
a double problem! A weak and stiff clumsy left leg and
a painful right leg!
Each morning, I would pray and invite God to run with
me, to hold me, to protect me and to heal me. Now my
right knee no longer hurts as my left stroke knee has
learnt to relax. Now, with God running beside me, I
can run 100m to 200m. My dream is to be able to run
2.4 km. I still pray for God’s healing and protection to
fulfil my dream.

CALL TO ACTION:
Despite my stroke and inability to continue as a trainer, our Good Lord knows my needs and He has blessed me richly over the last few years, for which I am
truly thankful. When I surrender and commit to trusting
in our Lord, I can weather any storm. He has restored
my health and has blessed me in so many aspects. I
have learned to cast all my anxieties on Him because
He loves and cares for us.
Take a moment to reflect on your own life, to uncover that “overnight miracle”, “co-incidental miracle” or
“gradual miracle” that God has done in your life, but
that you may not have realised yet. Thank God for
these miracles, big and small, seen and unseen, in
your life.
John Seah
Email contact: johnseah@everesti.com

ISAIAH 41:10

DON’T BE AFRAID, FOR I AM WITH YOU. DON’T
BE DISCOURAGED, FOR I AM YOUR GOD. I WILL
STRENGTHEN YOU AND HELP YOU. I WILL HOLD
YOU UP WITH MY VICTORIOUS RIGHT HAND.
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WALKING
FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT
By Ivan Lim

Our son Barnabas is a special needs child. But despite dyslexia and colour-blindness, by God’s grace, he
managed to read Science at SAJC in Feb 2017.
To compensate for his slowness, Barnie studied extremely hard, and did well in JC1. But the prolonged
sleep deprivation took its toll. On 5 Feb 2018, when he was in JC2, Barnie suffered a mental breakdown.
He began saying and texting what seemed spiritual, but contradicted the Bible and did not make much
sense. Moreover, he was unable to eat or sleep, and kept restlessly performing nonsensical tasks which
the many voices in his head kept telling him to do.

TESTIMONIES

A Christian psychiatrist diagnosed
schizophrenia. He also said this
had roots in the occult, but quickly
bushed this aside as we were Christians attending a mainstream Methodist church. Medication to correct
the chemical imbalance in Barnie’s
brain did not help. He kept asking
for sharp objects to cut himself with,
and tried to smash our home windows to throw himself through them.
In church, he gave us the slip and ran
off. Then church staffmember Poh
Siok Ching (Mrs Kingston Lim) finally found him on the roof, from where
the voices in his head kept telling him
to throw himself down. We had no
choice but to hospitalise him.
The hospital changed his medication. When Barnie did not improve, the dosage was increased to its maximum. A battery of tests revealed nothing significant. He calmed down temporarily whenever we read the
Word of God aloud to him. But when we stopped, the voices in his head returned. This led us to conclude
that, perhaps, the cause of his breakdown was spiritual after all.
The hospital decided to perform Electro-Convulsive Therapy (ECT) on his brain, and we reluctantly signed
the consent forms. All this while, we asked our pastors, TLBS staff, church-mates, cell groups and friends
to pray for God’s healing and deliverance. Finally, our missionary friend Betty Rode from Penang linked
us with Pastor Greg from South Africa (who has over 30 years of experience in the deliverance ministry).
He told us schizophrenia has its roots in a particular branch of the occult. I then recalled my mother telling
me that my late uncle was a member of this particular sect. This uncle had died over 50 years ago. But
we had inherited his furniture, which was in the centre of our living room for over 20 years. Could these
spiritually unclean items be holding Barnie in bondage? Ps Greg strongly recommended that we burn the
furniture set.
I immediately asked the hospital to delay the ECT. In faith, I explained that we had discovered the spiritual
link to Barnie’s mental illness and were going to perform a spiritual ritual to break it. If Barnie’s condition
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did not improve after one week, they could carry out the ECT. I got the blessing of our then
Pastor-in-charge Rev Melvin Huang, Rev Anthony Lee and PTMer Gerald Boon to burn my
furniture set. I then visited Barnie in hospital and
he seemed more rational. Asked if he needed
to repent of and renounce anything, he cited
many things. But what astonished me was that
he specifically mentioned the occultic sect that
my late uncle had been involved in. We prayed
and renounced all these together.
With the prayer support of many friends, the accursed furniture set was hacked to pieces and
incinerated. Barnie recovered rapidly. The doctors, astonished by his rapid turnaround, decided to call off the ECT treatment. Visiting him in
hospital, Rev Anthony Lee and PTMer Gerald
Boon commented that Barnie was his normal
self. After 25 days in hospital, Barnie was discharged. On 8 Mar 2018, he returned to SAJC.
All praise and glory be to our marvellous God
for His miraculous healing!
God has graciously taught me several important
lessons from this trial …

(1) NEVER, EVER DABBLE WITH THE OCCULT.

If Saul’s disobedience to God in sparing Agag (1 Sam 15) could lead to the deadly possibility of
Israel’s annihilation 500 years into the future with Haman the Agagite (Esth 3), Agag’s descendant,
the possibility of the consequences of spiritual uncleanness manifesting itself 50 years later does
not seem in the least bit far-fetched.

(2) GOD IS MORE THAN ABLE. When things are beyond our

control and even beyond our awareness, our ever-faithful God is more than able to deliver us when
we cry out to Him for help (Eph 3:20). The Holy Spirit revealed the root cause of the breakdown
through Betty and Ps Greg. We were then able to take decisive action to get rid of the uncleanness.

(3) BE ANCHORED IN THE GOOD SOIL OF
CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY (Matt 13:8,23). When we needed help

badly, we were so blessed to have so many Christian warriors praying for and with us. And God, in
His great mercy, gave heed to our prayers.
God truly deserves the highest praise! To God be the glory, now and forever more! Amen!
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A CALL TO RETURN
TO THE SPIRITUAL

FRONTLINES
By Barnie Lim
My breakdown meant I was required to defer my A
levels from 2018 to 2019. From the start of 2019, I
knew that although it was my A-Levels year, I did not
want my relationship with God to take a back-seat.
But I only got serious about getting back to God
about one week before the end of the June school
holidays. I felt prompted to worship God with the
song “10000 Reasons” while looking through the
thankfulness list that I had been accumulating for
half a year. I realized God had answered my many
prayers in 2017 by performing miracle after miracle. But the enemy saw my rapid spiritual advancement then as a great threat, and retaliated in 2018
with my mental breakdown. Who am I Lord that You
found me useful in Your service?
The next day, I watched a Christian video in which
God said “I am so angry!!! The enemy has moved
into My land and he is attacking My people and killing My children and I am finished with his attacks. I
am calling everyone who calls themself by My name
to stand up and fight! Drive the enemy out of My
land and take back the land that my Son gave His
life to defend. Take it back.” (Not physically fight,
but overcome the evil in this world with His love).
And I felt God recalling me back to spiritual battle as soon as my A levels were done. Indeed, what He
says in Ephesians 2:10 is true. For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so
we can do the good things He planned for us long ago. We were specially fashioned for his specific plans
and purposes. So let us submit ourselves into our wielder’s hands.
Through that experience, though the academic struggle was more painful in the last half, I thank God that
He brought me out of the ashes and made me re-find my purpose in life.
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WHAT THE ENEMY MEANT FOR EVIL
GOD TURNED FOR GOOD
As I had to defer my A levels, when I returned to school, I initially felt very lonely and depressed as my friends were no longer
around. But as He did when I was in JC1 in 2017 (when He sent
me godly friends when I had cried out to Him), God now faithfully did the same again in 2019. I was blessed to make 4 new
friends - 3 of other faiths, and one Christian. I know I cannot take
for granted this position in which I can be a positive influence
in their lives.
So despite being out of step with my initial JC batch, I’m now
beginning to see that God’s sovereign plan for my life does not
short-change me of joy or fulfillment. I had got to know the batch
of JC students who would later revive the prayer movement in
the college. Because I remained in the college one year longer,
I was able to be part of the prayer group a lot more conveniently
(from the position of serving as an alumnus). I am also so grateful that I met and developed close bonds with juniors whom I’ve
come to love and cherish, as He grows in me a heart of compassion and empathy.

HOW I KNOW I AM HEALED
The battle of the mind is still very real. Despite being cleared
of the psychotic symptoms, I sometimes have thoughts from
the enemy that threaten to throw me back into the ‘days of
darkness’. But our protective Father, through the Spirit, continually teaches me how to make captive every thought to the
obedience of Christ. I have the faith that (by God’s grace)
that is one tactic the devil can never effectively use against
me again.
I am confidently secure in the knowledge that the sovereign
plans of God are always far better than the ones we, out of
our desires, hope for and envision. I would say to my brothers
and sisters struggling with mental illness - there is no doubt
full victory and liberation from the enemy’s hold is found in
our Lord Jesus Christ. In His mercy, He has allowed me to go
through these trials as a testimony and proof that every giant
will fall at the feet and presence of our Lord. Because there is
no wisdom, no insight, no plan that can succeed against the
LORD (Proverbs 21:30). Not even that which seems to be a
result of our sins or shortcomings.
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COMING HOME
STAYING HOME
By Charity Kiew

I was not sure if it was necessary to come home to Singapore when the Covid-19 crisis worsened in the EU.
But I decided to do so anyway, since my school in Germany was forced to close. After all, it would be nice
to hang out with my friends in Singapore, instead of being stuck in a European city going into lockdown.
However, as we all know, Singapore went into its own form of a lockdown as well. Almost immediately after
serving my Stay Home Notice (SHN) for returned travellers, I moved home to begin SHN round 2 - being
stuck at home for the Circuit Breaker.
Without the Circuit Breaker, we would not have been home together this much, and I thank God for it. He
also taught us to be patient with one another, and to grow closer. It was precious family time. And who
knows when we will next be able to have so much time together again?
It was also the first time I was able to celebrate my birthday with my family in 4 years! That was a truly
beautiful memory which I will hold dear for the rest of my life.
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THANKING GOD
DESPITE MY INJURIES
By Bryan Ho

It was a painful experience,
but I am very much alive.
I thank God my injuries were so minor,
and they may have prevented
more serious injury to others!

At 7.20 pm on 17 September 2019, I was heading towards Novena Velocity, riding my motorcycle on the
1st southbound lane of the PIE, at the maximum speed allowed. It was hazy and some of the streetlamps
were darkened (I think they were replacing the old bulbs with newer LEDs), so it was quite dark at certain
areas from Bt Timah to Lornie Road.
One lamp was lit, but was blocked by a tree branch. As i approached, from about 100 meters away, I saw
something on the road. But due to the haze and the shadows, I doubted that there could really be something there. Moreover, the car ahead seemed to just pass over it with no issue.
However, as I got closer I realized that there was indeed something there - a long black steel cylinder
about 60cm to a meter long, camouflaged by the black roads, haze and shadows. It was lying across the
road.

TESTIMONIES

(I was later to find out it was a drive
shaft that had fallen off a 40-seater bus. I then recalled that about
200 meters ahead in the same lane,
there was another accident, involving a large vehicle.)
I did an emergency brake, but still
slammed right into the drive shaft,
flew through the air, and landed elbows and palms face-down onto the
road. I flipped onto my back and slid
across the road, and saw my motorcycle sliding towards me. And then I
came to a stop.
I was alive, despite hitting that steel
drive shaft at 70km/h to 80km/h and
flying through the air and crashing
down on the road.

The drivers of two cars behind me (in the lane I was riding in and
the adjacent lane) helped me to pick myself up. I was bleeding
badly from a wound near my left elbow. Later I would find out that
that was the most serious injury: two holes the size of a 50-cent
coin and a 10-cent coin each. I had escaped with just cuts and
grazes. My backpack had prevented any injuries to my back. I
did not hit my head. Even the paramedics and Accident & Emergency doctor said it was amazing that I sustained only “minor”
injuries.
I thank God for that. I also thank God that the drivers behind me
managed to brake in time.
But there is yet another reason to thank God for His protection.
The wife of the driver who was behind me, was heavily pregnant.
His car had a lower carriage than usual, maybe modified. If he
had hit that steel drive shaft instead of me, there would have been
worse consequences. I was thankful that I was the one injured,
and not the couple in that car behind me. The wife got out of the
passenger seat and insisted I take a seat. She and her husband
were Christians, and she prayed for me as I left the scene in the
ambulance.
It was a painful experience, but I am very much alive. I thank God
my injuries were so minor, and they may have prevented more
serious injury to others!
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MY DISCIPLESHIP JOURNEY

BECOMING
RADICAL DISCIPLES
TESTIMONIES FROM
THE ONLINE DISCIPLE STUDY CLASSES 2020

MY DISCIPLESHIP JOURNEY

DISCIPLE 1-2020
BY WILLIAM TENG
Through the Disciple study, we learnt Who God is; what He did through the kings, judges, prophets and Israel over the last 6000 years; and also how God is present in our lives
today. Salvation starts a process of sanctification towards the revelation knowledge of His
presence through the Holy Spirit. The interactive class discussions allowed each of us to
share our different personal experiences and Christian life perspectives, including testimonies of God’s goodness. Studying and reflecting on His Word, our lives have become more
enriched as we align with God to strengthen our inner being.
We also learnt what it takes to be a disciple and how we can start to build a personal relationship with our Lord. I learnt OBEDIENCE as an act of worship. That is how God dealt with
Israel at each turning point in her history - exile to Egypt, exodus into the wilderness and
entry into the Promised Land, and later captivity by Babylon, until God raised Cyrus to allow
them to rebuild the temple - to reconcile them back to Him. It was a long journey and also
reflects our own walk.

DISCIPLE 4-2020
BY THOMAS LEE
In 2019, I was with the Disciple 3 class, which I found very inspiring. So I decided to join
Disciple 4 this year. The study is awesome, truly insightful and penetrating with the leaders very well prepared for the classes. It is not just the study of God’s Word. We are to be
transformed by our study to be a radical disciple. It inspires me to want to be my best for the
Lord, Who loves me so much to want to provide a redemption plan for me.
All praise and glory and honour be to God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit for all
things are from Him and will be to His glory.

FROM AMKTMC
COMPLETING DISCIPLE 1 WITH US
BY KOHILA GOVINDARA JU
Praise be to The LORD!
I was longing to read and understand The BIBLE, when our LORD invited me to “The Disciple” course through a message, flashed in my Church. I felt elated and immediately stepped
into the class.
The Disciple Study series is a good platform for me to get closer to God. It helps me understand, in depth, our God’s Words and apply them in my life.
As a growing Christian, this study disciplines me to spend more time reading the Bible, to
surrender myself to The LORD, and to seek His guidance in all that I do, everyday!
Special thanks to the organising team, class leader and the other learners for enhancing my
learning experience through their sharing.

21

22

GOING ONLINE FOR A NEW LIFE

GOING ONLINE
FOR A NE W L I FE
By Jo Soh

<Screengrab of an actual New Life Class held in May/June 2020>

As a pre-believer attending the 10.30 am service at Ang Mo Kio Hub several years ago, I registered for a
New Life Class. Fast forward to 2020, and another New Life Class has completed its run - in a time of safe
distancing and working remotely. I was curious how different the virtual classes are , and got in touch with
Timothy Tan, the main co-ordinator, remotely of course!

JO (J): WHAT IS THE OBJECTIVE OF THE NEW LIFE CLASS?
Timothy (T): This 5-session Bible Class is for new and spiritually young believers who desire to ground
themselves in the basic foundations of the Christian Faith. Organised by the Witness and Evangelism
Committee, it usually reaches out to those who have attended our “Taste of Alpha” programme. However,
anyone from our Church or even outside our Church is also welcome.

GOING ONLINE FOR A NEW LIFE

J: GIVEN THE CURRENT ENVIRONMENT, WHY DECIDE TO
PROCEED WITH THE ONLINE VERSION?
T: We were still within the “Circuit Breaker” period and we had just conducted an “Online Alpha”
rather successfully. Some of the Online Alpha participants were eager to learn more and were used
to the way we conduct an online class via Zoom. And so, we decided to do a New Life Class Online
as well, from May to June 2020.

J: HOW DIFFERENT WAS THIS ONLINE RUN FROM THE USUAL FACE-TO-FACE VERSION?
T: One key advantage was the convenience – learning in the comfort of your own home no matter
what the weather, with no travelling time and no need to dress up. But being online for a long time
can be very draining, and so the sessions were about only 1.5 hours each, and had a variety of
Ice-breakers, Worship and Testimony sharing by our Facilitators. The only big thing missing was the
fellowship over snacks and drinks which we would have had in a face-to-face session (during which
we would have got to know each other better).

J: WHAT WAS COVERED DURING THE CLASSES?
T: We covered the book “Lessons on Assurance”, which comprises five short topical Bible studies
on the basic promises God gives to Christians - the Assurance of (1) Salvation, (2) Answered Prayer,
(3) Victory over Sin, (3) Forgiveness, and (5) Guidance.
“The New Life Class is very valuable as we actually teach the basic foundation of the Christian Faith.
I always tell the participants how I wish, in the early years of my Christian walk, someone had gone
through with me what we are going through with them. That would have saved me much heartache
and wandering in the wilderness! The Facilitators are also very seasoned and have many experiences to share to reinforce the lessons. I would strongly recommend church members sign up. It
doesn’t matter how many years you have been a Christian; the foundation is the most important part
of the building – get that right and we will be able to soar in our walk with Him!”

J: WILL THE ONLINE VERSION BE A PERMANENT MODE FOR
FUTURE NEW LIFE CLASSES?
T: It would be good to have it online as an additional avenue. The good thing about being online is it
can transcend physical boundaries. A newspaper article said that 8 out of 10 Singaporeans would
prefer to continue with “Work from Home” even after the Extended Circuit Breaker is over. I guess
people like the convenience as well as the “safety” of not facing new people physically.
There was a good mix of participants, aged from their 20s to 40s. Most had not attended church
services before, and a few were non-believers. One participant, 38-year-old Yihui, shared her experience.
I learnt about the New Life Class (NLC) from the weekly announcement during service. I had
attended Alpha back in 2018 at the church. It was delightful meeting fellow Christ believers,
two of whom had accepted Christ after the Alpha, praise the Lord!
Frankly, I wasn’t too sure what to expect from a virtual NLC session. I wondered if it would be
like watching a preaching on YouTube. But after the first session, I could feel an instant bond
forming with the group members, by the grace of God. We were given ample opportunities
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T H E NEW LIF E C L ASS
W ILL B E I N
O CTOB ER 2020

for questions and clarifications during the sessions, and there were many breakthroughs in the way
the class was facilitated. One particular session facilitated by Brandon was very engaging and
interactive, which piqued my interest further in learning ways I can study the gospel better. It was
certainly not a typical fellowship class. Instead, I experienced interactive and well-guided online
gospel sharing sessions.
The duration was sufficient for a small group. It took me a while to warm up to the idea of online
interactions, especially with live video feed and speaking up during the sessions. But the facilitators
were very accommodating and encouraging.
After NLC, I continued with NLC2 and eventually I would want to be baptised in the house of the Lord.
The New Life Class is an excellent opportunity to connect with non-believers, pre-believers or those new
to the Christian Faith. Even as we wait for the opportunity to be able to meet in person to catch up on the
snacks and drinks later! For those who look forward to meeting new friends or just to understanding the
basic foundation of the Christian Faith, the next run of the New Life Class will be in October 2020, after the
Alpha in September 2020.

IF YOU HAVE NOT ATTENDED EITHER BEFORE, WHY NOT SIGN UP FOR BOTH
IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR HOME?

YOUTH SPEAK

FINDING
COMMUNITY AND PURPOSE
FOLLOWING CHRIST WITH TRACKERS
By Aaron Heng & Norman Ng
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YOUTH SPEAK

AARON HENG

NORMAN NG

I was in a dilemma – should I attend TRACKERS
or go for clinical attachments in the medical
field instead (as I wanted to study medicine
after JC)? In the end, I chose TRACKERS,
choosing to start a new phase of my life with
God’s strength and plan (instead of in my own
strength).
One of the most important things I learnt in
TRACKERS is the key message of the theme
verse, Luke 9:23 - to be a follower of Christ is to
deny oneself daily, pick up our cross and follow
Him. The only way to grow in Him is by having
less of me, and more of Him. That includes
sacrificing things I want, and instead choosing
to do things He wants for me (whether this be
my lifestyle, my studies/career, relationships
or ministries). And that helped me to find my
confidence and peace in Him again, for I no
longer rely on my own strength, but on His.

Throughout 2019, I felt increasingly distant in my
relationship with God. My A-level examinations gave me
a very convenient excuse to neglect reading the Bible,
praying, and communing with God. During examination
time, I would often skip service to sleep in. Yet, having
grown up in a Christian community, I felt this was not right.
Hence, at the end of the year, I took a leap of faith and
signed up for TRACKERS, hoping to remind myself, and
delve deeper into, what being a Christian truly entailed.

I also learnt the importance of prominent
Christian community in one’s life. My
TRACKERS team and mentors (Cebuddies!)
are now people I can open up with, and slowly
but surely come face to face with the struggles
(both spiritual and interpersonal) I had since
JC, and resolve them. Without their prayer and
presence, I honestly would not have had the
courage to face up to these issues. And so, I
resolve to keep myself accountable to close
Christian brothers and sisters as I journey on,
that I may be able to keep on the straight and
narrow road.
Aside from personal holiness, I also learnt the
importance of communal holiness - where we
hold each other accountable, as if we were
responsible for each other’s spiritual states. I
now realise that being a little harsh and direct
in flagging out things that might lead to my
brothers’ or sisters’ detriment is necessary, so
that they may take it seriously. I have also learnt
that sometimes being serious in enforcing
discipline and suggesting sometimes repetitive
but necessary actions, such as praying before
meals or activities, helps to keep us aware of
and in step with Him. I hope to continue to help
anchor the Christian communities I join or lead,
so that we may not be shaken when the storms
come!

Slowly but surely, the sermons and activities made me fully
certain of my purpose in life - to know Jesus and to make
Him known. I realised the standard I must hold myself to,
which is a wholehearted dedication to God in all that I
do and say. Having a newfound perspective of how holy,
complete, and eternal God is, and how temporary I am, I
recognise that living for my personal glory and pleasure
is foolish and a waste of my time. God is deserving of all
my time, energy, and effort. He is not a mere support
character in my life, but the all-powerful God. It made me
realise that being a disciple of Jesus must be my priority
before anything else.
This made me prioritise the values that Jesus held and
preached above everything the world tells me. For instance,
the world tells us that one should be ambitious and that
material wealth is the ultimate goal. But I now recognise
that such a pursuit is dangerous and unfulfilling. Jesus
continually emphasised giving to the needy; not storing
up riches on this earth, but to “Seek first his kingdom and
his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you
as well.”
TRACKERS has made me recognise the importance and
value in being rooted in a Christian community, and how
our faith cannot be a private one. Hence, despite the
ongoing COVID-19 measures, I continue to video call
my TRACKERS group and cell group so as to continue
growing towards Jesus and encourage others to do the
same.
TRACKERS has also enabled me to learn, through both
spoken word and experientially, the various traditions of
Christianity (including social justice, contemplation, and
charismatics). This has given me a deeper insight into the
ministry of Jesus, and provided me with practical handles
on how to continue growing spiritually. For instance, the
discipline of meditation was something I never would
have thought about doing, let alone pick up, if not for
TRACKERS.
TRACKERS was truly an incredible and transformative
experience. I hope many young people in the future will
get to go through it as well.

Y O U N G A D U LT R E F L E C T I O N

A SPACE IN THE HOME
A SONG
IN MY HEART
By Sophia Sng

Sophia at Teseum Soul, taken in 2016
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I was looking forward to my summer break between
hectic university semesters! I had it all planned out
- the months were to be focussed on making more
music to build up my portfolio, picking up song
writing and playing the guitar, and re-organising
and refurbishing my room… My space for creative
juices to flow was founded on the privilege of a quiet space in the daytime, while my young siblings
were out of the house (and at school).
Then Covid-19 and the Circuit Breaker pranced
into my plans and trotted all over them. Thanks to
Covid-19, I had to accept the difficulties of sharing
a home with loud TV watchers, and young siblings
with a seemingly endless need to pop by my room.
But I am thankful to be able to see in hindsight that
God had a better plan for my growth and my time.
Instead of my re-furbishing my room, He re-organ-

ised my heart. While He limited my external resources, He enriched my inner life.
Unable to go out, I had to find healthier ways to
cope with my sometimes-overwhelming thoughts
and emotions, that threatened to steal my joy and
peace. I had more time to delve into His Word than
ever before, focussing on building my mind’s repertoire of His truth, reminding myself of and learning more about His perfection and my purpose.
So, God corrected my fixed idea of what feeding
my creativity looked like. I had assumed that extended time with my family would hamper my ability to create. But God surprised me by planting
a song in my heart in this time. A song of honest
lament and a cry of hope about family, that grew
out of the time I spent with them:

I remember singing with my sister once
at the back of the car
We were born more than 10 years apart,
but we both cried at Anna’s frozen heart
Some days she wants to play
but I ignore her for my space
I wish I could give more
Instead, I shut the door
My family’s not perfect
The rainy days aren’t fine
But the better days are worth it
so I’ll keep those in mind
We’ve gotta trust that we’re all trying
to hope, love and forgive
The give and take ain’t easy, so live
one day at a time

Later, I had the privilege of conducting a lyric writing workshop with a charity organisation that supports
families, using this song I wrote as an example.
I thank God for His gifts of family and music, and for how He surprised me by marrying them in my heart. I
pray that this Circuit Breaker served to bond you and your family beyond your expectations, too!

F A M I LY F O C U S

DON’T BE HIJACKED!
AN AMKMC WEBINAR
– ‘DE-ESCALATING FAMILY CONFLICTS’
By Rakesh Singh

Watching a good Hollywood ‘Hijack’ movie - when
felons take control of a plane, or hijackers hold train
commuters hostage - we are glued to the edge of
our seats. Our own brain can also be ‘hijacked’.
Especially during conflicts with others.
At a 28 June 2020 webinar De-escalating Family
Conflicts, speaker Dr John Ng, Ph.D, Chief Passionary Officer at Meta Consulting, held a large
group of AMKMC leaders and parents captive to
their screens, as he taught them conflict management in the home. As families spend more time
at home during this pandemic, the likelihood of us
pushing each other’s buttons will heighten. Crises

can reveal either the bonds or fissures between us.
Small things can break us apart.

THE SCIENCE BEHIND
OUR CONFLICTS
Dr Ng explained that when we experience stressful
and intense domestic conflicts, the Amygdala (the
emotional centre of our brain) can take over from
our Prefrontal Cortex (the thinking area). Overwhelmed by emotions, we stop thinking clearly.
This is the Amygdala Hijack.
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THE SIGNS OF
OUR CONFLICTS
During the hijack, our heart will beat beyond 100
beats per minute. Voices will be raised, more words
than usual will be used, the tone will become more
agitated, and hurtful words will be exchanged. Dr
Ng provided these six conflict escalation signs:
1. Constant nagging over each other’s irritating
habits.
2. Harsh start-ups and defensiveness. When we
are defensive, we make excuses and play the innocent victim. However, our excuses just tell our
partner that we do not take their concerns seriously and will not take responsibility for our mistakes.
Defensiveness destroys relationships.
3. Criticism and personal attacks directed at the
core of your partner’s character.
4. Contempt. Making your partner feel hopeless and useless by mocking them, calling them
names, or using body language such as eye-rolling or scoffing.
5. Stonewalling. The abuser just goes blank, conveying coldness, disconnection, contempt, superiority and distaste. It cuts off any possibility of authentic communication or understanding.
6. Physical and verbal violence.

PREVENTING
CONFLICT ESCALATION
Dr Ng warned that during conflict, we have to be
alert to the EGO within us, as it can destroy any
relationship. His prescription is – “be the bigger
person, skip the ‘E’ and let it ‘GO’”. To reduce conflict intensity, he recommends the A-E approach:
• Attend to each other’s needs and interests
• Be conscious, and give each other space. Physical space to give each other the chance miss one
another. Social space so that work time does not
intrude into family time and vice-versa. Emotional
space so that we can get energised.
• Clarify expectations, roles and responsibilities.
Hidden, unrealistic and unmatched expectations
can easily give rise to conflicts. We need to communicate and negotiate these expectations.

• Dispense with your desire to win as this has the
potential to destroy relationships.
• Escape to the balcony. Achieving a balcony perspective is the only way to bring down the heartbeat and to gain clarity. We may also want to give
people around us permission to tear us out of our
intense situations.

LEARNING AND RECOVERY
IN CONFLICTS
Dr Ng emphasised that it is important for family leaders not to fear conflicts. Instead, ask ourselves, “What can I learn from this conflict? How do
I recover from this?” Instead of fear and failure, set
out to learn and recover. Otherwise, honest conversations cannot take place. It is crucial that both
parties must commit to change in conflicts. It is not
simply about changing the other person.
Parents, try the 5 to 1 ratio principle popularised
by psychologist, Dr John Gottman. The ratio of our
positive to negative interactions with our children
should be at least 5:1. Have you been barking orders and negative comments to your child lately
- do your homework, clean up your room, you’re
wearing too much make-up? Are your negative
statements and interactions overpowering your
positive ones? In such an unhealthy and closedoff climate, children will be tempted to lie and go
behind their backs.

GOD ’S PEACEMAKER
IN CONFLICTS
Dr Ng stressed, “Peacemaking is not an option
for Christians. You and I are like God when we
make peace. The church must be at the forefront
of peacemaking, because this is what the world
needs right now – peace is in short supply!”

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for
they will be called children of God.”
Matthew 5:9 NIV
Concluding, Dr Ng shared that we have to trust
God and be Christ-centred in building our family
life. Our family’s future does not depend on our
ambitions or passions, but on the healthy habits
we keep. The A to E steps in mitigating conflicts
can only work if we make them our daily habits.
With God’s grace, even if we fail many times, we
can still depend on His leading each day to serve
and honour Him in our family life.

THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION

PRESENCE AND
RESTORATION
IN PASTORAL CARE
By Isaac Tan

In August 2019, I took a two-part course called Pastoral Theology and Praxis as part of my theological
education. This course covered both the theory and practice of pastoral care. In preparation, I went
through my journals to look back at the various occasions I had provided pastoral care. I scribbled
down words like ‘love’, ‘support’ and ‘presence’, all commonly associated with pastoral care, thinking
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they would greet me at the course introduction. They did, but not before we were introduced to three other perspectives - Scripture, theology and practice. They were given as a blueprint for us to rethink what
pastoral care is.
I have grown to understand that the first step of theological education is ‘unlearning’. One has to put any
preconceived notions temporarily aside. Only then can we focus objectively on the task or subject at hand.
In this article, I will delve deeper into how my perspective and practice of pastoral care has been shaped
as a result of theological education.
The Christian life is not lived alone, in solitude. So most, if not all, of us Christians have provided pastoral
care of some kind at least once in our lives. It is essential to realize that pastoral care is not done just by
full-time ministry staff or clergy. Also, pastoral care should not be likened to the urgent medical attention
a paramedic provides. Before this course, I thought ‘presence’ embodied pastoral care. Not just being
physically present, but being responsively present (so that others know they can turn to you). And although I had the opportunity to give pastoral care as a Pastoral Team Member back when I was working
in church, I had little formal training or framework to fall upon. I observed that much of the pastoral care I
was giving centered on the care I received as an individual. I remember feeling inadequate when faced
with tricky and unfamiliar situations. However, this did not count for nothing. Looking back, I realize that my
inadequacies were seeds for growth. Those tricky situations built a sense of resilience in me, and I grew
in my listening skills as a result.
Another hallmark of theological education is what I call the ‘iceberg hit’. Besides ‘unlearning’, I have also
grown to understand that the deeper you dive into a particular subject, the more discoveries you make
about your ignorance there. One key lesson from this course is that pastoral care is a two-way street. As
much as we seek to provide pastoral care, we need to be keenly aware of the emotional and spiritual
state we are in as well. I realized I was completely oblivious to myself when giving pastoral care. I could
have been carrying past hurts into conversations without even knowing about it. Further, my status as a
care-giver should not immunize me from receiving care. In fact, I should be just as open to receiving care
as I am providing it.1 This sounds simple and yet undoubtedly sophisticated.
During the course, I also came face to face with my selfish tendencies. For example, when asked how my
care-receiver was coping, my tendency was to list deliverables I did to and for the boy I was reaching out
to. My answer revealed my inclination to highlight my actions rather than the feelings of the boy. I learnt
I needed scripture as a foundation, theological truths as a compass and frameworks to apply for
each unique situation. Jesus taught in Matthew 11: 28 that we are to go to Him and lay our burdens down,
for He will give us rest. It is invitingly easy to scribble down a list of solutions when faced with a problem.
But the anchoring truth behind this verse is that pastoral care should point towards Jesus Himself. The
promise given here by our Lord is that He will give us rest. Seen in this light, the way we give pastoral care
inevitably changes.
I began by saying that pastoral care meant ‘presence’ to me. Having gone through this course, pastoral
care means ‘restoration’ to me now. Restoration is a journey rather than a destination, fused with joys and
sorrows and never embarked on alone. The amazing thing about the tri-perspective of Scripture, theology and practice is that as long we continue studying God’s Word, gleaning theological truths from it and
practicing pastoral care, the care we give continues to mature and grow.
My prayer for our church is that God continues to mould and shape each one of us, not only to be His
instruments of care, but to receive the care and rest that He gives. Especially during these times when so
many face worries about health and jobs. To God be the glory.

1

Clinebell and McKeever, Basic Types of Pastoral Care, 485 – 486.
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HOW SHOULD

THE CHURCH BE INVOLVED
IN THE PUBLIC SQUARE?
By Joshua Kwok

This is a shortened version of my paper, submitted as an occasional student in TTC. However, I am not
an expert, and still have much to learn. I only hope to get us thinking about this important issue.
The popular term “Wall of Separation” between Church and State is slowly being replaced by a more
appropriate imagery of the public square. As noted by Tretiel, a wall represents a barrier between two
sides. But a public square represents a common area, one with shared spaces that are used by the
community.
H. Richard Niebuhr’s Christ and Culture (a standard reference for how Christian should engage in Culture) introduced five approaches: Christ against Culture, Christ of Culture, Christ above Culture, Christ
and Culture in paradox and Christ the transformer of Culture. Of these, he recommended Christ trans-
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forming culture. He emphasised the goodness of
creation and thus through the grace of God, culture can be “a transformed human life in and to the
glory of God.”
Firstly, the Church should be involved in the
public square as the Church is God’s agent for
establishing His kingdom.
Howard Snyder defines the kingdom of God as the
“dominion or reign of God and not primarily a place
or a realm.” The aim of His kingdom is to reunite
all things in heaven and earth under the lordship
of Jesus Christ. The Church is the main instrument
for doing this.
The Church can only transform the public square
when it is itself being transformed. As the community of God’s people, the Church’s primary calling
is the redeemed community. To transform the
public square, the Church needs to be maturing
in the love of Christ. Through the Holy Spirit’s empowerment, the Church demonstrates Christlike
love and hence influences society positively. The
Church’s good works are a genuine outflow of being the community of God.
Secondly, the Church should engage in public
dialogue in the public square, with humility and
gentleness, through persuasion and not imposition.
To persuade others in the public square, the
Church should appeal to public reason rather than
divine sanction, and seek the common good of society. Instead of focusing on views that divide society, the Church should seek to expand the common space and shared life. Dialogue is essential
to reach a consensus. This is what Berges defined
as “formulas of peace”.
On top of expanding common space, the Church
should “win over” others through persuasion. The
Church should offer our faith “humbly and sensitively” and convince others that Christianity is
crucial for “human flourishing”, better than other
alternative worldviews. Instead of a short-term
outlook, the Church should have a long-term goal
of “sustainable public witness” which Os Guinness
described as recovering “the lost art of Christian
persuasion”. At times, compromises on non-essentials might be needed. As Roland Chia described
it, “Christians must learn to accept modest gains in

the political and social arena in order that they may
assert greater influence in the future.” The Church
should not impose our values on others. But over
time, through expanding common space and persuasion, the Church can shape society positively.
Lastly, the Church should be involved in the
marketplace and glorify God with our work.
This is significant as Christians spend most of our
time in work. Christians should use our vocations
to love and serve the community. Today, the individual choice has been raised over the needs
of the community. As Robert Bellah claimed, “the
sacredness of the individual is not balanced by
any sense of the whole or concern for the common
good.” Instead, he advocated that work should be
seen “as a contribution to the good of all and not
merely to one’s own advancement.” This requires
Christians to be involved in the workplace to serve
the community beyond one’s own interests.
Martin Luther argued that all work is a calling from
God to love our neighbor. In Luther’s To the Christian Nobility of the German Nations, he argued that
“all Christians are truly of the spiritual estate” and
rejected the idea that only clergy are called by
God. Luther explained that God provides for our
needs through the vocation of others, whom he assigns to that work. In Luther’s Large Catechism, he
said that when we pray for our daily bread, God answers it through the vocation of those who work at
the “oven or the flour bin but also the broad fields”
and others who contribute to this process. Luther
defined vocations as “masks of God”. Though we
do not see God, he is actively present by working
through us.
So, the Church should be involved in the public
square as the Church is God’s agent for establishing His kingdom. To effect change in the public square, the Church needs to be maturing in
the love of Christ. In public dialogue, the Church
should participate with humility and gentleness,
through persuasion and not imposition. Lastly,
the Church glorifies God by viewing its members’
work as a calling from God to love and serve the
community. Especially during this unprecedented
time of Covid-!9 and the changes it is bringing to
Singapore.

THE JOURNEY TEAM RECRUITMENT

WE WANT YOU!
If you ...

• Enjoy writing
• Have an eye for aesthetics
• Love to meet people
• Can tell an engaging story
• Are able to commit at least once in 2 months
Come join us as a creative writer or layout
artist for the Church’s Journey magazine.
Do approach PTM QC Tan to find out more.
“My heart overflows with a pleasing theme;
I address my verses to the king;
my tongue is like the pen of a ready scribe.”
Psalm 45:1 ESV

35

ANG MO KIO
METHODIST CHURCH

